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Deborah Levine
Diversity, Equity, and  

Inclusion Expert/Designer

Deborah Levine is an award-winning author of 15 books and a pioneer in designing cross-
cultural and diversity training based on neuro-science.  Forbes Magazine named her a top 
Diversity & Inclusion Trailblazer.

Born in Brooklyn and brought up in Bermuda, she acquired her education in cultural 
anthropology, urban planning and religion at Harvard University, New York University, 
University of Illinois at Chicago, and Spertus College of Jewish Studies.  Her passion for 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion was inspired by her father, a US military intelligence officer in 
World War II assigned to interrogate Nazi prisoners of war.

To foster inclusion and upend hate, Deborah’s neuro-communication strategies connect 
storytelling communication, emotional intelligence, and decision making in a sequential 
Matrix Model Management System.  The System is flexible and applicable to thought 
leadership and the management of unconscious bias.  Clients have been local and national: 
US National Parks Service Unum Life Insurance of America, First TN Bank, SunTrust 
Bank, Schneider Electric, Erlanger Health System, Colleges of Medicine, and Chambers of 
Commerce.

Deborah’s diversity work also includes international industries: Volkswagen, Nissan, 
International Paper, Kimberly Clark with executives from Germany, Poland, China, Holland, 
Mexico, South Africa, and England.  She trained international students through the Fulbright 
Scholars of Alabama and the College of Engineering and Computer Science / U. of TN at 
Chattanooga. 

Deborah’s expertise in designing diversity programs is an extension of her extensive 
management experience.  She served as executive director for Jewish Federations, director 
of Interreligious Affairs for American Jewish Committee/Chicago (AJC) and as national 
consultant to AJC NYC headquarters and the Central Conf. of American Rabbis.  Deborah 
was a planner with Oklahoma’s Say No To Hate Coalition after the Oklahoma City bombing 
is currently the media chair of Chattanooga’s Council Against Hate. 

TRUSTED PARTNER

https://www.vmlawcorp.com


2520 Venture Oaks Way, Suite 450 
Sacramento, CA 95833

(916) 779-2402

 vmlawcorp.com

An innovator, Deborah founded the DuPage Interfaith Resource Network, established the 
Southeast Women’s Council on Diversity and launched a community-wide Global Leadership 
Class.  Deborah is also a tech pioneer having served as an IT manager in the 1980s.  In 2005, 
Deborah founded the American Diversity Report e-zine (ADR) and is its Editor-in-Chief.

Deborah won the 2020 International Books for Peace Award, National Catholic Press 
Association Award and has been recognized by the TN Economic Task Force on Women, 
American Planning Association/Chicago, and Girls Inc. of Chattanooga.  She serves on the 
TN Advisory Committee of the US Global Leadership Coalition and Volkswagen’s Diversity 
Advisory Task Force.

Notable Articles and Publications

• Teaching Curious Christians about Judaism. 2014. ISBN 9781499587524.

• Religious Diversity in our Schools. 2013. ISBN 97881492144212.

• Inspire your Inner Global Leader: True Stories for New Leaders. 2012. ISBN 
9781481048323.

• Matrix Model Management System: Guide to Cross Cultural Wisdom. 2013. ISBN 
9781482532074.

• Matrix Model Management System Workbook. 2013. 9781482533774.

• Going Southern: No-Mess Guide to Success in the South. 2013. ISBN 9781489553379.

• Religious Diversity at Work: Guide to Religious Diversity in US Workplace. 2016. ISBN 
9781533526038.

• Un-Bias Guide for Educators: From Unconscious Bias to Conscious Choices. 2018, with 
Marc Brenman. ISBN 9781721666522.

• U-Bias Guide for Leaders: From Unconscious Bias to Conscious Choices. 2018. ISBN 
9781720853879.

• When Hate Groups March Down Main Street: Engaging a Community Response. 2019.

• The Liberator’s Daughter. 2016. ISBN 9781519321084.

• The Magic Marble Tree: A Writer’s Journey. 2018. ISBN 97817220029809.
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